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University of South Dakota Chamber Singers 

American Celebration of Music in Italy 

March 8-18, 2023 (9 nights/11 days)  
 

Day 1 Wednesday, March 8, 2023 

 Depart via scheduled air service to Milan, Italy 
  

Day 2 Thursday, March 9 Milan / Verona / Venice (D) 

 Arrive in Milan  
 Meet your MCI Tour Manager, who will assist the group to awaiting 

chartered motorcoach  
 Transfer to Venice via Verona 
 Guided tour in Verona (of Romeo and Juliet fame) that includes the Casa di 

Giulietta (Juliet's House) with its famous Balcony in the inner courtyard. Also 
see the Arena, a Roman Amphitheater built in the 1st Century that is still used 
today 

 Continue to Venice for late afternoon hotel check-in 
 Welcome Dinner and overnight 
  
 Venice is eternally preoccupied with the contemplation of its own beauty. Founded 

on marshes, it rose to dominate the Adriatic and hold the gorgeous East in fee. At 

the height of her power in the 16th century, Venice was a wealthy city-republic 

glorying in feasts and pageants, reveling in the splendor of her painting, sculpture 

and architecture.  Those days of glory are gone, but her art survives and the grace 

and refinement remain. A visit to Venice will fill your soul 

  

Day 3 Friday, March 10 Venice (B,D) 

 Breakfast at the hotel  
 Transfer to the main island of San Marco via public boat. A walking tour 

includes St. Mark's Square, with entrance to incredibly rich Basilica of St. 
Mark and the Doge’s Palace where the powerful and prosperous dukes of 
Venice ruled their far-flung empire at its height during the 15th century 

 Lunch, on own 
 Afternoon time at leisure in Venice for personal shopping and sightseeing 
 Performance at the Church of Santa Maria della Pieta in Venice as 

part of the American Celebration of Music in Italy* 
 Dinner included, and overnight  
  

Day 4 Saturday, March 11 Lucca / Pisa / Montecatini (B,D) 

 Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out 
 Transfer to Montecatini via Lucca and Pisa 
 Half day guided sightseeing tour in Lucca.  The streets and squares of old 

Lucca are full of atmosphere with their Gothic and Renaissance palaces, their 
towers of nobility, elegant wrought-iron railings and balconies.  See San 
Michele in Foro, the most photographed view in Lucca 

 Lunch, on own 
 Transfer to Pisa to see the Leaning Tower.  In the northwest of the town of 

Pisa, enclosed on two sides by the old battlemented town walls, is the Piazza 
del Duomo or Campo dei Miracoli, with the cathedral, the Leaning Tower, 
the Baptistery and the Campo Santo - a harmoniously composed group of 
buildings of unrivaled beauty 



 

 

 

 

 

   

 Continue to Montecatini 
 Dinner included, and overnight  
  

 Montecatini is a medieval Tuscan town famous for its thermal waters and is one of 

the most famous spa towns in Italy.  Montecatini was the vacation spot for numerous 

Italian and international celebrities.  Composers often vacationed here, such as 

Vivaldi and Puccini – who composed part of the opera La Boheme in Montecatini.  

If there’s extra time in the evenings, ride the funicular up the side of the mountain 

to Montecatini Alto, a medieval village and ancient castle of Romanesque origin.  

Enjoy a stunning view of the town below and a visit to the shops with traditional 

Tuscan delicacies in the main square as well as the old castle and watch tower. 

  

Day 5 Sunday, March 12 Florence / Montecatini  (B,D) 

 Breakfast at the hotel  
 Mass/Church Service participation at S. Croce in Florence* 
 A half-day orientation tour of Florence includes the Piazza della Signoria, a 

lovely square in the heart of the city, towered by the lofty Palazzo Vecchio. 
Visit the Ponte Vecchio, the bridge across the Arno. See the Baptistery with 

Ghiberti's Gates of Paradise, the Campanile, and entrance to the Duomo and 

the Academy of Fine Arts, to see Michelangelo's original David and other 
sculptures by the great master (using the whisper system)  

 Lunch, on own 
 Performance at S. Spirito in Florence as part of the American 

Celebration of Music in Italy* 
 Dinner included, and overnight  
  

Day 6 Monday, March 13 Assisi / Rome (B,D) 

 Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out 
 Transfer to Rome via Assisi  
 Mass Participation at St. Francis Basilica in Assisi* 
 The walled city of Assisi is beautifully spread across the slopes of Monte 

Subasio. A guided tour of Assisi, one of the most important places of 
pilgrimage in Italy, includes entrance to the Basilica di San Francesco, two 
superimposed churches 

 Lunch, on own 
 Continue to Rome 
 Dinner included, and overnight  
  
 Rome - Popes, Vandals, the Borgias and Napoleon, Garibaldi, Michelangelo and 

Mussolini and, of course, the ancient Romans themselves all have left their physical 

and spiritual mark on Rome, but though she keeps the glory of an ancient day about 

her, she remains a wellspring of creative energy; in short, she really is the Eternal 

City 

  

Day 7 Tuesday, March 14 Rome (B,D) 

 Breakfast at the hotel 
 A half-day guided tour of Religious Rome includes Vatican City, the home 

of the Pope and the center of Roman Catholicism, as well as the Vatican 
Museums, Sistine Chapel (featuring Michelangelo's Ceiling Frescos and The 
Last Judgment) and St. Peter's Basilica 

 Recital at S. Eustachio in Rome* 

 Lunch, on own 



 

 

 

 

 

   

 Mass Participation at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome* 
 Dinner included, and overnight 
  

Day 8 Wednesday, March 15 Rome (B,D) 

 Breakfast at the hotel 
 Morning guided tour of Imperial Rome, including entrance to the Roman 

Forum and Colosseum.  Also view the Pantheon, Baths of Caracalla, and 
Palatine Hill 

 Lunch, on own 
 Afternoon time at leisure for shopping and sightseeing 
 Performance at S. Ignazio in Rome as part of the American 

Celebration of Music in Italy* 
 Dinner included, and overnight 
  

Day 9 Thursday, March 16 Pompeii / Naples (B,D) 

 Breakfast at the hotel  
 Transfer to Naples via Pompeii  
 Excursion to Pompeii. Entrance fees are included to Pompeii which was 

buried by an eruption by Mount Vesuvius in August, 79 AD.  The 
excavations, began in the 18th Century have unearthed some of the best 
artifacts of Roman life 

 Lunch, on own 
 Continue to Naples for a guided sightseeing tour of the city 
 Performance at S. Lorenzo Church in Naples as part of the American 

Celebration of Music in Italy* 
 Dinner included, and overnight  
  

 The south Italian port town of Naples, principal town of the region of Campania 

and of the province of Nápoli, lies on the north side of the Bay of Naples, on the 

Tyrrhenian Sea, extending along the lower slopes of attractive hills.  The old town 

with its narrow streets and stepped lanes and its tall balconied houses is fringed on 

the west and north by extensive villa suburbs. Naples possesses many historical 

monuments going back almost 3,000 years, particularly the treasures, to be seen in 

the National Museum, garnered from the cities engulfed by Mount Vesuvius 

  

Day 10 Friday, March 17 Naples / Rome (B,D) 

 Breakfast at the hotel 
 Day at leisure in Naples for shopping, sightseeing, and beach time (with 

Coach and Tour Manager at groups disposal) 
 Lunch, on own 
 Late afternoon transfer to Rome 
 Farewell Dinner included, and overnight  
  

Day 11 Saturday, March 18 Depart for home  (B) 

 Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out 
 Transfer to the Rome Airport for return flight home  
  

 *Subject to confirmation 
 

This is a very flexible itinerary.  Except for confirmed appointments and performances, the places of 

interest and the sequence of sightseeing might be changed if necessary or desirable. In the event of an 

unavoidable conflict in the performance and the sightseeing schedule, the concert schedule will prevail, 

and it may be necessary to exclude some sightseeing activities. © Music Celebrations International 

http://www.musiccelebrations.com/


AMERICAN CELEBRATION OF MUSIC IN ITALY 

MUSIC CELEBRATIONS INTERNATIONAL 

Cost Estimates 
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COST INCLUSIONS 

 

 AIRLINE TRANSPORTATION: Round-trip transportation by scheduled airline carrier. Air fares are subject to change 
pending space availability at the time of group booking. 

 Includes up to $550 for U.S. Government airline taxes, fees, and estimated fuel surcharge. 
 COACH TRANSPORTATION: Local modern deluxe motorcoach transportation within Europe upon arrival and 

available for the entire tour. 
 INSTRUMENT/EQUIPMENT TRANSPORATION: Additional instruments and/or equipment will be 

transported in the storage area underneath the motorcoach. 
 CONCERT ARRANGEMENTS: All performance and workshops are professionally provided in superior venues with 

attention to technical details and effective publicity.  All venues mentioned in this quote are used as reference only and are 
subject to confirmation. 

 ACCOMMODATIONS: Hotel accommodations in superior tourist-class (3 & 4-star) hotels chosen for location, 
reputation, cleanliness, and service. The price is based on double occupancy, all rooms with private facilities.  All hotels 
mentioned in this quote are used as reference only and are subject to availability at group rates at the time of booking.  This 
offer is based on staying at the following accommodations, or similar: 
 

Venice: Hotel Antony  Montecatini: Hotel Tuscany Inn  

Rome: Hotel Ele Green Park Pamphili Naples: Hotel NH Napoli Panorama 

 

 MEALS: Two meals per day (as noted in the Tour itinerary) including breakfast and dinner.  Please note that breakfast is 
not included on day of arrival and dinner is not included on day of departure. 

 ENTRANCE FEES: The following Entrance fees are included: 
 Tour 4 – Verona Juliet’s House, Verona Arena, Doge’s Palace, St. Mark’s Basilica, Pisa Duomo & Baptistery, Florence 

Academy of Fine Arts, Florence Duomo, Assisi Basilica of St. Francis, Rome Vatican Museum, St. Peter’s Basilica, Rome 
Coliseum & Forum, Pompeii Excavations 

 TOUR ITINERARIES: Electronic versions of the tour itinerary are available listing hotel addresses, telephone and 
websites.  

 TOUR MANAGEMENT: One full-time, multi-lingual Tour Manager will be on each motorcoach through the entire 
tour.  MCI’s European office staff is easily available 24 hours daily (even on weekends) to render assistance whenever 
needed.  

 EXCURSIONS: Conducted by licensed, professional guides as outlined in the day-by-day Tour itinerary. 
 GRATUITIES: Tips to hotel personnel (including meals) are included. Tips to tour manager(s), licensed guides, and 

motorcoach driver(s) are also included. 
 EACH PARTICIPANT RECEIVES: 

 1 Flight bag  2 Luggage tags  1 Souvenir Photo Video  1 Souvenir T-shirt 
 TRAVEL NOTES: Pre-departure Travel Notes are available to each participant containing useful information about travel 

preparation, destination information, useful packing and cultural conditioning suggestions. 
 LIABILITY INSURANCE: $3M MCI Tour Liability Insurance coverage. 

 
COST EXCLUSIONS 

 
 Travel Insurance - This will be purchased directly through USD 
 Travel Visa for non-U.S. passport holders. 
 Instrument / equipment rental & cartage, if needed. 
 Concert programs, if needed. 
 Transportation to and from the Omaha airport. 
 Drinks at dinners. 
 Daily lunches. 
 Airline luggage fees, if applicable. 
 Difference between current and actual costs for the airline taxes and the estimated fuel surcharge, if applicable. 

https://www.antonyhotel.it/
http://www.hoteltuscanyinn.com/
https://www.elegreenparkhotelpamphili.com/
https://www.nh-hotels.com/hotel/nh-napoli-panorama?utm_campaign=local-gmb&utm_medium=organic_search&utm_source=google_gmb


AMERICAN CELEBRATION OF MUSIC IN ITALY 

MUSIC CELEBRATIONS INTERNATIONAL 

Payment & Cancellation Schedules 

 

 

 

USD Alumni 
 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE 

 

$2,000 per person ................................................. Due: April 8, 2022 
$1,000 per person ................................................. Due: September 15, 2022 
$1,000 per person ................................................. Due: December 11, 2022   
Final Payment (remaining balance) .................... Due: January 1, 2023 
 

 
 

CANCELLATION SCHEDULE 

 

$2,000 per person ................................................. Penalty Begins: May 8, 2022 
$1,000 per person ................................................. Penalty Begins: October 1, 2022 
100% per person, of total tour costs ................. Penalty Begins: January 20, 2023 

 

Amount penalized is % of the total tour cost, not % of what has already been paid. 
 

Please note that the above payment and cancellation schedule is based on the initial deposit date as well as 
subsequent on-time payments and can be modified with your input and feedback. 

 
This schedule is subject to change should any payment dates be missed. 

 
 
 

With Round-trip Airfare from: 

Omaha Airport, NE 

Anticipated Costs  

Per Person 

ITALY TOUR 

 (9 nights/11 days) 
VENICE, MONTECATINI, ROME, NAPLES 

$5,500 

 

 

For more information, please visit www.usdalumni.org 
 

http://www.usdalumni.org/


 

 

 


